
Winner of the 
2014 National 

Planning Award

Towards an evidence-led approach to local intervention

Introducing the
Economic Areas Management Programme

--

2015



What is ECAMP?

• Harnesses massive amounts of 
spatial data being generated as by-
product of automated and 
integrated administrative 
processes

• Ongoing tracking of over sixty 
business precincts tracked across 
the Cape, using over seventy 
indicators of market performance 
and location potential



70+ expert-
verified 
indicators70+ expert-verified indicators



70+ business districts



Track market performance



Identify long-term potential



ECAMP as decision-making support tool

• Enables evidence-led 

spatial targeting and 

monitoring of local 

interventions by local 

government
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Guide area-based strategy 



ECAMP as business intelligence platform

• Offers credible, comparative 

and fresh market 

intelligence to inform 

investment decisions



Who is using the ECAMP Portal? (registered users)
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/ecamp

Share data and engage



Up-to-date area profiles



ECAMP as innovation space

• Exploratory data analysis

• Collaborative mapping

• Network analysis

• Serious gaming



Explore new frontiers!

• Understanding functional region as system of interdependent nodes

• Enhanced understanding of spatial investment behaviour

• Insight into ‘deep structure’



Play the Cape 
Town Space 
Economy!

• To enhance our 

understanding of spatial 

investment behaviour of 

diverse urban development 

actors

• To test impact of locational 

attributes, policies and 

exogenous events on 

behaviours.

Interactive decision modelling

That’s me!



Some feedback from local, global 
players

“At last the metro spatial economy is 

emerging as a basis to determine 

interventions.”

- Economic Development Partnership

“A game changer”

- Cape Chamber of Commerce

“At the leading edge…without 

precedent, globally”

- World Bank

“Remarkable objective support, based on 

sophisticated modelling”

- Philippi Economic Development Initiative



Thank You


